Medical genetics blossomed in Western Europe and North America in the years after the second world war. The momentum of this development has remained strong and is felt in every branch of medicine.
In China, Russian influence held sway in the early days after the liberation. In With the serious population situation in China, prevention of genetic diseases has become an urgent problem. The seventh five year plan, starting from 1986, of the Ministry of Public Health has included genetic medicine on the top priority list. More and more funds will be allocated to genetic services and genetic research in the years ahead. Plans to organise a genetic counselling network are being drawn up and steps have been taken to set up several national centres for referrals in different regions of the country. These centres will also be responsible for the supervision of activities of this network as well as the training of personnel. It is expected that these measures will substantially reduce the incidence of many genetic diseases in the long run. The founding of the Chinese Society of Medical Genetics last year will also contribute to the furtherance of efforts to control genetic diseases in China as well as to academic exchange and international collaboration. The future of medical genetics in China has never been so bright.
